
117 Stealth Fighter Units of Operation Desert
Storm: The Ultimate Guide to the Aircraft that
Dominated the Skies

Operation Desert Storm, the 1991 Gulf War, marked a turning point in aerial
combat. For the first time, stealth fighter jets were used on a large scale,
revolutionizing the way airpower was employed. Among the most effective
of these aircraft was the F-117 Nighthawk, a cutting-edge stealth fighter
that played a pivotal role in the conflict.
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This comprehensive guide provides an in-depth look at the 117 stealth
fighter units that participated in Operation Desert Storm. From their
development to their combat missions and the impact they had on the war's
outcome, this article offers a detailed exploration of these remarkable
aircraft and the skilled pilots who flew them.

The Development of the F-117 Nighthawk

The F-117 Nighthawk was a revolutionary aircraft, designed from the
ground up to evade radar detection. Its unique shape and advanced
materials made it virtually invisible to enemy radar systems, giving it an
unprecedented advantage in air combat.

The development of the F-117 began in the 1970s, as the United States
sought a new stealth fighter to replace the aging F-4 Phantom II. Lockheed
Martin was awarded the contract to develop the aircraft, and the first F-117
prototype flew in 1981.

Over the next several years, the F-117 underwent extensive testing and
development. The aircraft's stealth capabilities were refined, and its
avionics and weapons systems were upgraded. By the late 1980s, the F-
117 was ready for combat.

The F-117 in Operation Desert Storm
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When Operation Desert Storm began in January 1991, the F-117 was
deployed to the Persian Gulf as part of the United States Air Force's 37th
Tactical Fighter Wing. The aircraft quickly proved its worth, carrying out a
series of highly successful missions against Iraqi targets.

The F-117's stealth capabilities allowed it to penetrate Iraqi airspace
undetected, striking key targets with pinpoint accuracy. The aircraft
destroyed Iraqi air defense systems, communication networks, and
command and control centers, paving the way for the Coalition forces'
ground advance.

In total, 117 F-117s participated in Operation Desert Storm, flying over
1,300 combat missions. The aircraft achieved a remarkable combat record,
destroying over 1,000 Iraqi targets without losing a single aircraft to enemy
fire.

The Impact of the F-117

The F-117's performance in Operation Desert Storm was a game-changer
for aerial combat. The aircraft's stealth capabilities proved to be a decisive
advantage, allowing it to dominate the skies and strike enemy targets with
impunity.

The F-117's success also had a profound impact on the development of
future stealth aircraft. The lessons learned from the F-117 program were
applied to the development of the F-22 Raptor and F-35 Lightning II, two of
the most advanced stealth fighters in the world today.

The 117 stealth fighter units of Operation Desert Storm represented a
turning point in aerial combat. The F-117 Nighthawk, with its advanced



stealth capabilities and precision strike capabilities, played a pivotal role in
the conflict, paving the way for the Coalition forces' victory.

The legacy of the F-117 continues today. The aircraft's innovative design
and combat record have made it an icon of stealth technology, and its
impact on aerial warfare will be felt for decades to come.
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