Baseball in Tulsa: A Nostalgic Journey
Through the City's Baseball History

Tulsa, Oklahoma, has a rich and storied baseball history dating back to the
late 19th century. From the early days of semi-pro ball to the glory days of
minor league baseball, Tulsa has been a hotbed of baseball activity.
Baseball in Tulsa: Images of Baseball captures the spirit of the game and
its impact on the city through a collection of captivating images and
compelling stories.
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The Early Years

Baseball first came to Tulsa in 1887 when a team of local businessmen and
oilmen formed the Tulsa Qilers. The Oilers played in the Western
Association, a minor league that included teams from Texas, Oklahoma,
and Arkansas. The Qilers were a successful team, winning several league
championships in the early 1900s.
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The Minor League Era

In 1910, the Qilers joined the Texas League, a higher level of minor league
baseball. The Oilers were a member of the Texas League for over 50
years, and they won several league championships during that time. The
Oilers were one of the most popular teams in the league, and their games
were often attended by large crowds.
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The Tulsa Drillers baseball team, circa 1950.

The Tulsa Roughnecks

In 1962, the Qilers were renamed the Tulsa Roughnecks. The Roughnecks
continued to play in the Texas League until 1976, when they moved to the
American Association. The Roughnecks were a successful team in the
American Association, winning several division championships. The
Roughnecks folded in 1989.
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Baseball in Tulsa Today

Today, Tulsa is home to the Tulsa Drillers, a minor league baseball team
that plays in the Texas League. The Drillers are a popular team in Tulsa,
and their games are often attended by large crowds. The Drillers have won
several league championships, and they are one of the most successful
teams in the Texas League.
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The Tulsa Drillers baseball team, circa 2020.

Baseball has been a part of Tulsa's culture for over a century. From the
early days of semi-pro ball to the glory days of minor league baseball, Tulsa
has been a hotbed of baseball activity. Baseball in Tulsa: Images of
Baseball captures the spirit of the game and its impact on the city. This
book is a must-read for any baseball fan or anyone interested in the history
of Tulsa.
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