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When the American colonies declared their independence from Great
Britain in 1776, African Americans were not only enslaved but also denied
basic rights and freedoms. Despite these obstacles, many African
Americans fought for the cause of liberty and independence, serving in
both the Continental Army and the militias of several states.

The role of African Americans in the Revolutionary War has been largely
overlooked by historians, but recent scholarship has begun to shed light on
their significant contributions. According to the research of historian
Benjamin Quarles, approximately 5,000 African Americans served in the
Continental Army, and an unknown number fought in state militias.
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African Americans served in a variety of roles during the Revolutionary War,
including as soldiers, sailors, spies, and messengers. They fought in many
of the major battles of the war, including the Battle of Bunker Hill, the Battle
of Saratoga, and the Battle of Yorktown. Their bravery and dedication
helped to secure the victory of the American colonies.

After the Revolutionary War, African Americans continued to serve in the
U.S. military, despite facing discrimination and prejudice. During the War of
1812, approximately 1,500 African Americans served in the U.S. Army and
Navy. They fought in several major battles of the war, including the Battle of
New Orleans.

The service of African Americans in the Revolutionary War and the War of
1812 helped to pave the way for the abolition of slavery and the civil rights
movement. Their patriotism and sacrifice remind us that the fight for
freedom and equality is an ongoing struggle.

The Contributions of African Americans to the Revolutionary War

African Americans made significant contributions to the American
Revolutionary War in a variety of ways. They served as soldiers, sailors,
spies, and messengers, and they played a key role in several major battles.
Here are some of their most notable contributions:

At the Battle of Bunker Hill, African American soldiers helped to repel
the British advance. Their bravery and determination helped to secure
the American victory.

At the Battle of Saratoga, African American soldiers played a key role
in the American victory. They helped to capture the British general,
John Burgoyne, and his army.



At the Battle of Yorktown, African American soldiers helped to secure
the American victory. They fought alongside the French and American
forces to defeat the British army.

African American sailors served on both the Continental Navy and the
state navies. They fought in several major naval battles, including the
Battle of Lake Champlain and the Battle of Yorktown.

African American spies provided valuable information to the
Continental Army. They helped to track British troop movements and to
gather intelligence on British plans.

African American messengers carried messages between the
Continental Army and the state militias. They played a vital role in
keeping the lines of communication open.

The Legacy of African Americans in the Revolutionary War

The service of African Americans in the Revolutionary War helped to pave
the way for the abolition of slavery and the civil rights movement. Their
patriotism and sacrifice demonstrated that African Americans were just as
capable of fighting for their country as white Americans.

The legacy of African Americans in the Revolutionary War is a reminder
that the fight for freedom and equality is an ongoing struggle. We must
continue to work to ensure that all Americans have the same rights and
opportunities, regardless of their race or ethnicity.
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of African Americans who fought for their country.
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16 Serial Killer Teams and Couples: A Spine-
Chilling Journey into Murderous Duo
From the annals of true crime, the stories of serial killer teams and
couples stand out as particularly disturbing and captivating. These...
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