
Delving into the Deepest Questions of
Existence: "Metaphysics: A Very Short
Introduction"
Embark on an intellectual voyage with "Metaphysics: A Very Short ," the
gateway to unraveling the enigmatic realm of philosophy. Delve into the
fundamental questions that have captivated the greatest minds throughout
history: What is reality? Is there a universal truth? Can we grasp the
infinite?

Unveiling the Core Concepts of Metaphysics

Metaphysics, the discipline that explores the nature of reality, invites us to
question the very foundations of our existence. Through a captivating
journey, acclaimed philosopher Peter van Inwagen reveals the foundational
pillars of metaphysics:

1. Substance and Essence: Probe the nature of being, the distinction
between objects and their attributes, and the essence that defines their
identity.
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2. Causality: Untangle the intricate web of cause and effect, exploring the
relationships between events and their origins.

3. Time and Space: Examine the nature of time and space, their objectivity
or subjectivity, and their relationship to our perception of reality.

4. Modality: Delve into the realm of possibility, necessity, and contingency,
questioning the boundaries of what is possible and impossible.

5. God and the Mind: Explore the metaphysical implications of God's
existence, consciousness, and the nature of the mind.

Exploring the Historical Evolution of Metaphysics

From the ancient Greeks to contemporary thinkers, "Metaphysics: A Very
Short " traces the evolution of metaphysical thought. Witness the profound
insights of:

• Plato: Idealism and the Theory of Forms

• Aristotle: Substance, Metaphysics, and the Unmoved Mover

• Descartes: Cogito Ergo Sum and Substance Dualism

• Kant: The Transcendental Idealism and the Ding an Sich

• Hegel: Dialectics and the Absolute Spirit
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Confronting Contemporary Metaphysical Debates

Embrace the intellectual landscape of contemporary metaphysics, as van
Inwagen engages with thought-provoking debates:

• Physicalism vs. Dualism: The enduring question of whether reality is
solely physical or includes non-physical entities.

• Determinism vs. Free Will: Examining the interplay between
determinism and the freedom of human choice.

• The Problem of Evil: Reconciling the existence of evil with the concept of
a benevolent deity.

Enriching Your Philosophical Understanding

"Metaphysics: A Very Short " is not merely an academic treatise but a
philosophical companion, guiding you through the labyrinth of metaphysical
inquiry. Its accessible prose makes complex concepts understandable,
while its engaging style encourages intellectual curiosity.

Target Audience:

• Philosophy Students: Gain a comprehensive to metaphysics and its
historical development.

• Curious Seekers of Knowledge: Explore the fundamental questions of
existence and broaden your philosophical horizons.

• Educators: Utilize the book as an engaging resource for introductory
metaphysics courses.



Testimonials and Acclaim

"An indispensable guide to the intricacies of metaphysics, accessible to
both students and general readers alike." - Professor Timothy O'Connor,
University of Notre Dame

"Van Inwagen's clear and concise writing illuminates the fundamental
concepts of metaphysics, making this a must-read for anyone interested in
the nature of reality." - Dr. Jennifer Nagel, University of California, Berkeley

Key Features

Comprehensive to metaphysics and its historical evolution

In-depth exploration of core metaphysical concepts

Thought-provoking analysis of contemporary debates

Accessible prose and engaging style

Ideal for philosophy students, curious seekers, and educators

Call to Action

Embark on an intellectual journey today and unravel the mysteries of
existence with "Metaphysics: A Very Short ." Dive into the debates, explore
the concepts, and enrich your understanding of the world around you. Free
Download your copy now and embark on a transformative philosophical
adventure!
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16 Serial Killer Teams and Couples: A Spine-
Chilling Journey into Murderous Duo
From the annals of true crime, the stories of serial killer teams and
couples stand out as particularly disturbing and captivating. These...

12 Horrific American Serial Killers: A Spine-
Chilling Journey into the Depths of Evil
Immerse yourself in the darkest recesses of humanity with 12 Horrific
American Serial Killers. This gripping book takes you on a chilling journey
into the twisted minds of some...
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