
George Berkeley: The Life and Philosophy of
an Idealist
George Berkeley was an Irish philosopher who is best known for his theory
of idealism, which posits that physical reality is nothing more than a
collection of ideas perceived by the mind. This article explores Berkeley's
life and philosophy, and provides insight into his groundbreaking ideas.

Early Life and Education

George Berkeley was born on March 12, 1685, in Dysert, County Kilkenny,
Ireland. His father, William Berkeley, was a Church of Ireland clergyman,
and his mother, Elizabeth Southerby, came from a prominent Anglo-Irish
family. Berkeley received his early education at Kilkenny College, and in
1700 he entered Trinity College Dublin, where he studied mathematics,
philosophy, and classics.
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Berkeley quickly distinguished himself as a brilliant student. In 1707, he
published his first work, An Essay towards a New Theory of Vision, in which
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he argued that the objects of sight are not located in the external world, but
rather in the mind.

The Theory of Idealism

Berkeley's theory of idealism is most clearly articulated in his 1710 work, A
Treatise Concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge. In this work,
Berkeley argues that the only things that can be said to exist are ideas, and
that the physical world that we perceive is nothing more than a collection of
these ideas. Berkeley's idealism is often summarized by the phrase "to be
is to be perceived," meaning that the existence of an object is dependent
on its being perceived by a mind.

Berkeley's theory of idealism had a profound impact on philosophy. It
challenged the prevailing view that the physical world is the primary reality,
and it led to a new way of thinking about the relationship between the mind
and the world.

Later Life and Work

After publishing A Treatise Concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge,
Berkeley traveled extensively throughout Europe. He met with many of the
leading philosophers of his day, including Isaac Newton and Gottfried
Leibniz. In 1724, Berkeley was appointed Dean of Derry, a position he held
until his death in 1753.

During his later years, Berkeley continued to write and publish on a variety
of philosophical topics. He developed his theory of idealism further in his
work, Three Dialogues between Hylas and Philonous (1713),and he also
wrote on ethics, politics, and religion.



Legacy

George Berkeley is considered one of the most important philosophers of
the 18th century. His theory of idealism has had a lasting impact on
philosophy, and it continues to be debated and discussed today. Berkeley's
work has also been influential in other fields, such as psychology, literature,
and the arts.

Berkeley was a brilliant and original thinker who made a significant
contribution to the history of philosophy. His work is still studied and
debated today, and it continues to inspire new generations of philosophers.

George Berkeley was a fascinating and complex thinker. His theory of
idealism is a radical departure from the traditional view of reality, and it has
had a profound impact on philosophy. Berkeley's work is still studied and
debated today, and it continues to be a source of inspiration for
philosophers and scholars alike.
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