Importing European and US Constitutional
Models in Transitional Democracies: A
Comparative Analysis of Successes and
Failures

Constitutional models serve as blueprints for the political systems of
countries around the world. They define the institutions of government, the
distribution of power, and the rights and freedoms of citizens. As countries
transition from authoritarian regimes to democracies, they often look to
established constitutional models for guidance. Importing these models,
however, is not without its challenges. This article will explore the
successes and failures of importing European and US constitutional
models in transitional democracies.

European Constitutional Models

European constitutional models are generally characterized by
parliamentary systems, with a strong executive and a relatively weak
legislature. This model originated in the United Kingdom and has been
adopted by many countries in Europe.

One of the main advantages of the European model is that it provides for a
stable government. The executive is usually formed by the leader of the
party with the most seats in parliament, and the executive has the power to
introduce legislation and dissolve parliament. This concentration of power
in the executive allows for decisive action, which can be important in
transitional democracies.
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However, the European model also has some disadvantages. Critics argue
that it can lead to authoritarianism, as the executive has the potential to
become too powerful. Additionally, the European model can be difficult to
adapt to countries with diverse political systems.

US Constitutional Model

The US constitutional model is characterized by a separation of powers

between the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government.
This model was developed by the Founding Fathers of the United States
and has been adopted by many countries around the world.

One of the main advantages of the US model is that it provides for a
system of checks and balances. Each branch of government has the power
to check the other branches, which prevents any one branch from
becoming too powerful. This system of checks and balances helps to
protect individual liberties.
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However, the US model also has some disadvantages. Critics argue that it
can lead to gridlock, as the different branches of government can often
disagree with each other. Additionally, the US model can be difficult to
adapt to countries with different political cultures.

Importing European and US Constitutional Models in Transitional
Democracies

Transitional democracies often face a number of challenges, including
political instability, economic crises, and social unrest. In an effort to
overcome these challenges, many transitional democracies have imported
European or US constitutional models.

Importing European or US constitutional models can have a number of
benefits for transitional democracies. These models can provide a
framework for stable government, protect individual liberties, and promote
economic development. However, importing these models also has a
number of risks. These models may not be compatible with the political
culture of the transitional democracy, and they may lead to authoritarianism
or gridlock.

Successes and Failures

There are a number of examples of successful and failed attempts to
import European or US constitutional models in transitional democracies.

One of the most successful examples is the transition to democracy in
Poland. Poland adopted a parliamentary system based on the German
constitutional model after the fall of communism in 1989. This model has
helped to create a stable and prosperous democracy in Poland.



Another successful example is the transition to democracy in South Korea.
South Korea adopted a presidential system based on the US constitutional
model after the end of military rule in 1987. This model has helped to
create a vibrant democracy in South Korea, with a strong economy and a
robust civil society.

However, there are also a number of examples of failed attempts to import
European or US constitutional models in transitional democracies.

One of the most notable failures is the transition to democracy in Iraq. Iraq
adopted a parliamentary system based on the US constitutional model after
the US invasion in 2003. However, this model has failed to create a stable
democracy in Iraqg, due to a number of factors, including sectarian violence
and political corruption.

Another failed example is the transition to democracy in Afghanistan.
Afghanistan adopted a presidential system based on the US constitutional
model after the US invasion in 2001. However, this model has failed to
create a stable democracy in Afghanistan, due to a number of factors,
including the Taliban insurgency and rampant corruption.

Importing European or US constitutional models can be a challenging
undertaking for transitional democracies. These models may not be
compatible with the political culture of the transitional democracy, and they
may lead to authoritarianism or gridlock. However, if implemented
successfully, these models can provide a framework for stable government,
protect individual liberties, and promote economic development.

The decision of whether or not to import a European or US constitutional
model is a complex one. There is no one-size-fits-all approach. The best



model for a particular transitional democracy will depend on its unique
political, economic, and social circumstances.
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