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On August 6, 1945, the atomic bomb "Little Boy" was dropped on the
Japanese city of Hiroshima. The explosion instantly killed an estimated
80,000 people and injured countless others. The city was flattened, and the
surrounding area was contaminated with radiation. The bombing of
Hiroshima was a turning point in World War II and had a profound impact
on the world.

In his book Shockwave: Countdown to Hiroshima, historian Stephen
Walker tells the story of the bombing from the perspectives of the people
who lived through it. He draws on first-hand accounts, diaries, and archival
material to create a vivid and moving account of the events leading up to
the bombing, the bombing itself, and its aftermath.

Walker begins his book by describing the political and military situation in
the summer of 1945. The Allies had been fighting against the Axis powers
for four years, and the war had reached a stalemate. The United States
was determined to end the war quickly and decisively, and it had developed
the atomic bomb as a way to do so.

Walker then turns his attention to the Japanese city of Hiroshima. He
describes the city's history, culture, and people. He also discusses the
Japanese government's decision to continue fighting the war despite the
fact that it was clear that the Allies were going to win.

On the morning of August 6, 1945, the Enola Gay, a B-29 bomber, took off
from Tinian Island in the Pacific Ocean. The plane was carrying the atomic
bomb "Little Boy." The bomb was dropped on Hiroshima at 8:15 a.m. local
time.



The explosion was devastating. It instantly killed an estimated 80,000
people and injured countless others. The city was flattened, and the
surrounding area was contaminated with radiation. The bombing of
Hiroshima was the first time that an atomic bomb had been used in
warfare.

Walker describes the aftermath of the bombing in vivid detail. He tells the
stories of the survivors, the rescuers, and the doctors who worked tirelessly
to help the victims. He also discusses the political and military implications
of the bombing.

The bombing of Hiroshima was a turning point in World War II. It convinced
the Japanese government to surrender, and it brought the war to an end.
The bombing also had a profound impact on the world. It raised questions
about the morality of using nuclear weapons and led to the development of
the nuclear arms race.

Shockwave: Countdown to Hiroshima is a gripping and meticulously
researched account of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. Walker tells the
story from the perspectives of the people who lived through it, and he
brings the human side of this devastating event to life. The book is a must-
read for anyone interested in World War II, history, or the impact of nuclear
weapons.

Reviews

"A powerful and moving account of one of the most important events in
human history." - The New York Times



"A must-read for anyone who wants to understand the atomic bomb and its
impact on the world." - The Washington Post

"A gripping and unforgettable story that will stay with you long after you
finish reading it." - Kirkus Reviews
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