
The Sacking of Pete Best: A Behind-the-
Scenes Look at the Tumultuous Firing of the
Beatles' Original Drummer
The sacking of Pete Best from the Beatles in 1962 is one of the most
infamous events in rock and roll history. Best, the band's original drummer,
was replaced by Ringo Starr on the eve of their historic recording session
with George Martin. The reasons for Best's dismissal have been the subject
of much debate over the years, with various theories and accounts from the
band members themselves.

In his book "The Sacking of Pete Best," author Richard Porter delves deep
into the events surrounding Best's firing, providing a comprehensive and
insightful look at one of the most pivotal moments in the Beatles' career.
Drawing on interviews with Best, his family, and friends, as well as the
other Beatles and their associates, Porter paints a vivid picture of the
events leading up to Best's sacking.
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A Talented But Troubled Musician

Pete Best was born in Madras, India, in 1941. He began playing drums at
an early age and was soon a regular on the Liverpool music scene. In
1960, he joined the Beatles, then known as the Quarrymen. Best's
drumming style was solid and reliable, and he quickly became a valuable
member of the band.

However, Best also had his flaws. He was known for his occasional
drinking and tardiness, and he sometimes clashed with the other Beatles.
In particular, he had a strained relationship with John Lennon, who was
often critical of Best's drumming.

The Rise of Ringo Starr

In 1962, the Beatles were on the cusp of their breakthrough. They had
signed a contract with Parlophone Records and were scheduled to record
their first single, "Love Me Do." However, George Martin, the producer of
the session, was not impressed with Best's drumming.

Martin suggested that the Beatles find a new drummer, and the band
reluctantly agreed. They auditioned several drummers, but none of them
were quite right. Finally, they settled on Ringo Starr, a friend of George
Harrison's who had been playing with a band called Rory Storm and the
Hurricanes.

The Sacking

On August 16, 1962, the Beatles met with Best at the Casbah Coffee Club
in Liverpool. They told him that they had decided to replace him with Starr.
Best was devastated. He had been with the Beatles for two years, and he



had helped them to achieve their early success. He felt like he was being
betrayed.

Best was never given a clear reason for his dismissal. The Beatles simply
told him that they needed a drummer who was more "suited" to their sound.
However, it is clear that Best's drinking and tardiness played a role in his
sacking.

The Aftermath

Best's sacking had a profound impact on the Beatles. They were suddenly
without a drummer, and they were on the verge of recording their first
single. They had to quickly find a replacement, and they were lucky to find
Ringo Starr. Starr was a more experienced and versatile drummer than
Best, and he quickly became an integral part of the Beatles' sound.

Best, meanwhile, was left to pick up the pieces. He was unemployed and
had no idea what the future held. He eventually found work as a session
drummer, but he never achieved the same level of success as the Beatles.

The Legacy

The sacking of Pete Best is a complex and controversial event. There is no
doubt that Best was a talented drummer, but he was also flawed. The
Beatles made a difficult decision when they fired him, but it was ultimately
the right one for the band.

Best's story is a reminder that even the most successful bands are not
immune to internal conflict. It is also a reminder that sometimes, the best
thing for a band is to make a change.



The Book

Richard Porter's book "The Sacking of Pete Best" is a definitive account of
one of the most important events in Beatles history. Porter provides a
detailed and objective look at the events surrounding Best's firing, drawing
on extensive research and interviews with the people involved.

The book is a must-read for anyone interested in the Beatles or in the
history of rock and roll. It is a fascinating and insightful look at a pivotal
moment in the Beatles' career and a reminder of the human drama that
often lies behind the music.
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