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In the realm of contemporary critical theory, 'The Transmission of Affect' by
Teresa Brennan stands as a seminal work that has profoundly reshaped
our understanding of subjectivity, intersubjectivity, and the enigmatic role of
affect in shaping our perceptions and experiences. This article delves into
the depths of Brennan's groundbreaking text, exploring its central themes,
implications, and enduring legacy within the fields of feminist theory,
psychoanalysis, and critical theory.

The Enigma of Affect

At the heart of Brennan's work lies a profound interrogation of the nature of
affect. She argues that affect, often relegated to the realm of the irrational
or pre-cognitive, is in fact a fundamental and irreducible dimension of
human experience. Affect, in Brennan's view, is not merely a subjective
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state but rather a dynamic force that circulates and transforms itself within
and between individuals.

Intersubjectivity and Relationality

Brennan's exploration of affect leads her to challenge traditional
understandings of subjectivity as isolated and autonomous. Instead, she
posits that subjectivity is inherently relational, shaped and constituted
through our interactions with others. Affect, as a mode of intersubjective
transmission, plays a crucial role in this process of relationality.

Brennan argues that affect can be transmitted not only through conscious
communication but also through non-verbal cues, bodily gestures, and
even environmental factors. These affective exchanges create a web of
interconnections that shape our sense of self and our relationships with
others.

The Political Implications of Affect

Brennan's work has profound implications for our understanding of power
and politics. She argues that affect is not merely a private experience but
rather a site of political struggle. Affective states, such as fear, anger, or joy,
can be manipulated and mobilized to influence individuals and shape
collective behavior.

Brennan's analysis of affect as a political force sheds light on the subtle
and often insidious ways in which power operates in our society. It
challenges traditional notions of power as purely rational and coercive,
revealing the role of affect in shaping our desires, motivations, and even
our sense of reality.



Embodiment and Subjectivity

Another key aspect of Brennan's work is her exploration of the relationship
between affect and embodiment. She argues that the body is not merely a
passive vessel for the mind but rather an active participant in the
production and transmission of affect.

Brennan's emphasis on embodiment challenges traditional Cartesian
dualisms that separate mind and body. Instead, she posits a holistic view of
subjectivity that recognizes the profound interconnectedness of our
physical and emotional experiences.

Psychoanalytic and Feminist Perspectives

'The Transmission of Affect' draws upon both psychoanalytic and feminist
theories to develop its innovative framework. Brennan's work is deeply
informed by the insights of psychoanalysis, particularly the work of Melanie
Klein and Jacques Lacan. However, she also critiques psychoanalysis for
its tendency to focus on individual pathology at the expense of social and
political factors.

Brennan's feminist perspective is evident throughout the book as she
explores the ways in which gender and other forms of social inequality
shape the transmission of affect. She argues that affect is not universal but
rather is mediated by power relations and social norms.

Reception and Legacy

Since its publication in 2004, 'The Transmission of Affect' has been widely
acclaimed as a groundbreaking work that has had a profound impact
across various fields. It has been translated into multiple languages and



has become a staple in academic curricula on gender studies, cultural
studies, and critical theory.

Brennan's work has inspired a new generation of scholars to explore the
role of affect in a wide range of disciplines, including sociology, political
science, and even neuroscience. Her insights have also found resonance
in contemporary artistic and literary practices, sparking new modes of
creative expression.

Teresa Brennan's 'The Transmission of Affect' is a seminal work that has
transformed our understanding of subjectivity, intersubjectivity, and the
profound role of affect in shaping our lives. Its innovative framework,
drawing upon psychoanalysis, feminist theory, and critical theory,
challenges traditional notions of power, embodiment, and relationality.

Brennan's work continues to inspire and provoke scholars and practitioners
across a wide range of disciplines. Its insights are essential for anyone
seeking to comprehend the complexities of human experience and the
dynamics of power that shape our world.

If you are intrigued by the enigmatic nature of affect and its profound
implications for our lives, 'The Transmission of Affect' is an essential read. It
is a challenging but rewarding work that will undoubtedly expand your
understanding of yourself, others, and the world around you.
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