
Uncovering the Hidden History of North
Carolina's Free People of Color
In the tapestry of American history, the story of free people of color is often
overlooked or marginalized. Yet, their experiences and contributions have
played a vital role in shaping the social, economic, and political landscape
of our nation.

North Carolina was no exception to this complex and multifaceted story.
From the colonial era through the Reconstruction period, free people of
color navigated a complex and often hostile world, carving out their own
spaces of freedom and agency amidst the challenges of slavery and racial
discrimination.
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In her groundbreaking book, "North Carolina Free People of Color 1715-
1885," historian Dr. Tera W. Hunter sheds new light on this hidden history,
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drawing from a wealth of archival research and oral histories to illuminate
the lives, struggles, and triumphs of free people of color in North Carolina.

The Origins of Free Black Communities

The presence of free black people in North Carolina dates back to the
colonial era. Some were freed slaves who had Free Downloadd their own
freedom or been emancipated by their owners. Others were the
descendants of interracial relationships between white men and enslaved
African women.

As the number of free people of color grew, they began to form their own
communities, often establishing their own churches, schools, and
businesses. These communities served as centers of cultural preservation
and mutual support, providing a sense of belonging and identity for their
members.

Challenges and Opportunities

Despite their legal status as free individuals, people of color in North
Carolina faced significant challenges and discrimination. They were often
denied the same rights and privileges as white citizens, including the right
to vote, own property, and attend white schools.

However, free people of color also found opportunities to improve their lives
and contribute to society. They became successful farmers, merchants,
artisans, and professionals. Some even gained prominence in the political
and intellectual spheres.

The Civil War and Reconstruction



The Civil War and Reconstruction period brought both new challenges and
opportunities for free people of color in North Carolina. During the war,
many free black men served in the Union Army, fighting for the abolition of
slavery and the promise of equality.

After the war, free people of color played a crucial role in the
Reconstruction of the state. They served in elected offices, established
schools and churches, and advocated for civil rights and social justice.

The Rise of Jim Crow

However, the gains made by free people of color during Reconstruction
were short-lived. In the late 19th century, white Southerners began to
implement a system of segregation and disenfranchisement known as Jim
Crow.

Jim Crow laws denied people of color access to public accommodations,
education, and employment. They also restricted their political rights and
made it difficult for them to own property or vote.

Legacies and Lessons

The history of free people of color in North Carolina is a complex and often
bittersweet tale of resilience, determination, and the pursuit of freedom and
equality.

Their experiences offer important lessons about the challenges and
possibilities of racial justice in America. They remind us that the fight for
civil rights is an ongoing struggle and that the work of building a more just
and equitable society is never truly done.



"North Carolina Free People of Color 1715-1885" is an essential resource
for anyone interested in African American history, North Carolina history, or
the history of free black communities in the United States.

Through Dr. Hunter's meticulous research and compelling storytelling, this
book brings to light a forgotten chapter in our nation's past and inspires us
to continue working towards a more just and inclusive future.

To learn more about this fascinating history, Free Download your copy of
"North Carolina Free People of Color 1715-1885" today.
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