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: A Parallel Narrative

History, as they say, is written by the victors. But what happens when the
victors are not historians, but religious zealots with an agenda to rewrite the
past in their own image? This is the premise of "The Religious Right's
Alternate Version of American History," a groundbreaking book that
exposes the shockingly distorted narrative that has been propagated by the
Religious Right in the United States.

Author Richard Brent Turner meticulously documents how the Religious
Right has infiltrated classrooms, textbooks, and media to promote a version
of American history that glorifies Christianity, demonizes secularism, and
casts doubt on the nation's founding principles of separation of church and
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state. This distorted narrative has profound implications not only for our
understanding of the past, but also for the future of American democracy.

The Roots of Revisionism

The Religious Right's alternate version of American history has its roots in
the evangelical movement of the 19th century. Evangelicals believe that the
Bible is the literal word of God and that it should be used as the basis for all
moral and political decisions.

In the early 20th century, evangelicals began to enter politics to promote
their agenda. They allied themselves with conservative politicians who
shared their views on social issues such as abortion and same-sex
marriage. Over time, the Religious Right became a powerful force in
American politics, and its influence on education and culture has only
grown in recent years.

The Distorted Narrative

The Religious Right's alternate version of American history is based on a
number of false and misleading claims. For example:

They claim that the United States was founded as a Christian nation,
even though the Founding Fathers ausdrücklich prohibited the
establishment of an official state religion.

They claim that the separation of church and state is a secularist
conspiracy, even though it is enshrined in the First Amendment to the
Constitution.

They claim that secularism is a dangerous threat to Christian values,
even though there is no evidence to support this claim.



The Religious Right's distorted narrative has a number of dangerous
consequences. It undermines our understanding of the past, it promotes
religious intolerance, and it threatens the separation of church and state.

The Impact on Education

The Religious Right has had a significant impact on education in the United
States. In many states, they have succeeded in getting laws passed that
require public schools to teach creationism alongside evolution. They have
also pressured school boards to adopt textbooks that promote their version
of American history.

This distorted education is having a devastating impact on our children. It is
teaching them to distrust science, to fear secularism, and to believe that
Christianity is the only true religion.

The Impact on Culture

The Religious Right's alternate version of American history has also had a
major impact on American culture. It has contributed to the rise of Christian
nationalism, a dangerous ideology that holds that the United States is a
Christian nation and that Christianity should be the dominant force in
society.

Christian nationalism is a threat to our democracy. It undermines the
separation of church and state, it promotes religious intolerance, and it
divides our nation.

: A Call to Action

The Religious Right's alternate version of American history is a dangerous
threat to our democracy and our way of life. We must not allow them to



continue to rewrite the past and indoctrinate our children. We must fight
back by teaching our children about the true history of our nation, by
promoting tolerance and understanding, and by defending the separation of
church and state.

Richard Brent Turner's "The Religious Right's Alternate Version of American
History" is a powerful and timely book that exposes the dangers of this
distorted narrative. It is a must-read for anyone who cares about the future
of American democracy.
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