Unveiling the Shadows: New England Indians,
Colonists, and the Origins of American
Slavery

Brethren by Nature: New England Indians, Colonists,
and the Origins of American Slavery by Margaret Ellen Newell

4.6 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 2300 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 329 pages

«‘2“&

DOWNLOAD E-BOOK Pa

Prologue: An Untold Chapter

In the annals of American history, the story of slavery often begins with the
arrival of African slaves in Jamestown in 1619. However, this narrative
overlooks a crucial antecedent: the enslavement of Native Americans in the
English colonies of New England.

For decades, this chapter has languished in obscurity, its complexities and
implications shrouded in silence. But in the seminal work, "New England
Indians, Colonists, and the Origins of American Slavery," author John Smith
brings this forgotten history to light, illuminating the intricate interplay
between Native Americans, English colonists, and the institution that would
shape the foundations of the United States.
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Chapter 1: The Crucible of Conflict

The arrival of English colonists in New England in the early 17th century set
the stage for a collision of cultures and values. The colonists, driven by a
relentless desire for land and resources, encroached on Native American
territories, sparking a series of bloody conflicts.

The most notable of these conflicts was the Pequot War of 1637. After
years of escalating tensions, the Pequot tribe, led by the formidable chief
Sassacus, launched a series of attacks on English settlements. In
response, the colonists, aided by their Native American allies, launched a
brutal campaign of retaliation, culminating in the infamous "Mystic
Massacre."

Chapter 2: Captured and Enslaved

In the aftermath of the Pequot War and subsequent conflicts, hundreds of
Native Americans were captured and enslaved by the English colonists.
These captives were forced to labor in fields, homes, and workshops, their
lives forever altered.

The enslavement of Native Americans was not limited to those captured in
war. Colonists also Free Downloadd Native American slaves from other
Native American tribes, creating a complex and often tragic trade.

Chapter 3: The Legal Landscape

The legal framework that governed slavery in New England was complex
and evolving. Colonists initially justified the enslavement of Native
Americans based on their status as "heathens" and their perceived
inferiority.



However, as the institution of slavery became more entrenched, legal
justifications shifted to focus on the concept of "just war" and the idea that
captives taken in battle were legitimate property.

Chapter 4: The Impact on Native American Societies

The enslavement of Native Americans had a devastating impact on their
societies. Families were torn apart, communities were destabilized, and
traditional ways of life were disrupted.

The loss of population and the disruption of social and economic structures
weakened Native American tribes, making them more vulnerable to further
exploitation and encroachment by English colonists.

Chapter 5: The Seeds of Resistance

Despite their oppression, Native Americans did not passively accept their
enslavement. They resisted in a variety of ways, fromi#g attempts to
armed uprisings.

One of the most significant acts of resistance was King Philip's War (1675-
1676),led by the Wampanoag chief Metacom. This war, which pitted Native
American tribes against English colonists, represented a desperate attempt
to regain autonomy and preserve their traditional lands.

Chapter 6: The End of Native American Slavery

The end of Native American slavery in the English colonies was a gradual
process. As the 18th century progressed, the number of enslaved Native
Americans declined, due to a combination of factors, including resistance,
legal challenges, and the rise of abolitionism.



By the time the American Revolution broke out in 1775, the institution of
Native American slavery had largely disappeared from New England.

Epilogue: Echoes of the Past

The legacy of Native American slavery in New England continues to
reverberate today. The forced removal of Native Americans from their
lands, the disruption of their societies, and the trauma of enslavement left
an enduring mark on both Native American and American society as a
whole.

By understanding this forgotten chapter of history, we can better appreciate
the complexities of our nation's past and strive for a more just and equitable
future.

"New England Indians, Colonists, and the Origins of American Slavery" is a
groundbreaking work that sheds new light on a crucial but often overlooked
chapter of American history. By bringing this story to the forefront, John
Smith challenges us to confront the uncomfortable truths of our past and to
recognize the enduring legacy of slavery in the United States.

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in Native American history,
colonial history, or the origins of slavery in America. It offers a nuanced and
compelling account of a complex and tragic period, and it provides a
deeper understanding of the foundations upon which our nation was built.
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