
Wellington's Army in the Peninsula 1809-14:
Battle Orders
The Peninsula War was a conflict fought between the British and
Portuguese armies against the French armies of Napoleon Bonaparte from
1808 to 1814. The war was fought in the Iberian Peninsula, and the British
army was commanded by the Duke of Wellington. Wellington's army was a
multinational force, consisting of British, Portuguese, German, and Spanish
troops. It was organized into divisions and brigades, and each unit had its
own specific role to play in battle.
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The battle Free Downloads of Wellington's army were the instructions that
were issued to the troops before each battle. These Free Downloads
specified the formation of the army, the objectives of each unit, and the
tactics that were to be employed. The battle Free Downloads were
essential for ensuring that the army was able to operate effectively in battle,
and they played a major role in Wellington's victories.
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Organization of Wellington's Army

Wellington's army was organized into divisions and brigades. A division was
typically commanded by a major-general, and it consisted of two or three
brigades. A brigade was typically commanded by a brigadier-general, and it
consisted of two or three battalions. A battalion was the basic unit of the
army, and it consisted of about 800 men.

The divisions of Wellington's army were numbered from 1 to 7. The 1st
Division was the most experienced division in the army, and it was often
used as the reserve. The 2nd Division was also a veteran division, and it
was often used to lead the attack. The 3rd Division was a Portuguese
division, and it was commanded by General Beresford. The 4th Division
was a British division, and it was commanded by General Cole. The 5th
Division was a British division, and it was commanded by General Picton.
The 6th Division was a British division, and it was commanded by General
Clinton. The 7th Division was a Spanish division, and it was commanded by
General Lacy.

The brigades of Wellington's army were also numbered. Each division had
two or three brigades, and each brigade was designated by a letter. For
example, the 1st Brigade of the 1st Division was known as the 1/1st
Brigade. The 2nd Brigade of the 1st Division was known as the 2/1st
Brigade, and the 3rd Brigade of the 1st Division was known as the 3/1st
Brigade.

Tactics of Wellington's Army

Wellington's army used a variety of tactics in battle. The most common
tactic was the line formation. In this formation, the troops were arranged in
two or three ranks, with each rank firing its muskets in turn. The line



formation was effective against enemy infantry, but it was vulnerable to
cavalry charges. To protect against cavalry charges, Wellington's army
often used squares. In this formation, the troops formed a hollow square,
with the officers and colors in the center. The square was very effective
against cavalry, but it was vulnerable to artillery fire.

Wellington's army also used a variety of other tactics, such as the column
formation and the skirmishing line. The column formation was used to
attack enemy positions, and the skirmishing line was used to harass enemy
troops and provide cover for the main body of the army.

The Battle Free Downloads of Wellington's Army

The battle Free Downloads of Wellington's army were issued to the troops
before each battle. These Free Downloads specified the formation of the
army, the objectives of each unit, and the tactics that were to be employed.
The battle Free Downloads were essential for ensuring that the army was
able to operate effectively in battle, and they played a major role in
Wellington's victories.

The following are some examples of the battle Free Downloads that were
issued by Wellington to his army:

Battle of Talavera (1809): "The army will advance in two lines, with
the cavalry in reserve. The 1st Division will form the first line, and the
2nd Division will form the second line. The 3rd Division will be held in
reserve. The cavalry will be placed on the flanks of the army."

Battle of Busaco (1810): "The army will take up a position on the
heights of Busaco. The 1st Division will hold the center of the line, and



the 2nd Division will hold the left flank. The 3rd Division will hold the
right flank. The cavalry will be held in reserve."

Battle of Fuentes de Oñoro (1811): "The army will advance in two
lines, with the cavalry in reserve. The 1st Division will form the first
line, and the 2nd Division will form the second line. The 3rd Division
will be held in reserve. The cavalry will be placed on the flanks of the
army."

Battle of Salamanca (1812): "The army will advance in two lines, with
the cavalry in reserve. The 1st Division will form the first line, and the
2nd Division will form the second line. The 3rd Division will be held in
reserve. The cavalry will be placed on the flanks of the army."

Battle of Vitoria (1813): "The army will advance in three columns. The
1st Division will form the right column, the 2nd Division will form the
center column, and the 3rd Division will form the left column. The
cavalry will be held in reserve."

The battle Free Downloads of Wellington's army were essential for
ensuring that the army was able to operate effectively in battle. These Free
Downloads specified the formation of the army, the objectives of each unit,
and the tactics that were to be employed. The battle Free Downloads
played a major role in Wellington's victories, and they are a valuable source
of information for historians and military enthusiasts alike.
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